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UNIT 5 - Permissions and

prohibitions
Engedélyek és tiltasok




Permissions and prohibitions

Being able to understand and communicate

permissions and prohibitions in English is
essential for confident interaction in academic,
professional, and everyday situations. This skill
becomes especially important when working or
studying in international environments, where

misunderstandings can easily lead to mistakes,
safety issues, or conflicts.
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Permissions and prohibitions

Clear communication of permission helps people cooperate smoothly.

Expressions such as “You’re allowed to...”, “You may...”, or “You can
If you want to...” make it possible to give access, offer help, or explain

options.

n contrast, prohibitions like “You mustn’t...” or “It’s not permitted...”
orotect people from risks and ensure that everyone follows the same

rules. These structures appear in workplace policies, school
regulations, contracts, and public signs, so understanding them is
necessary for functioning independently in English-speaking contexts.
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FOR PERMISSION

We often need to ask for permission in English whenever we
want to do something that might affect someone else, or require
following rules. These situations appear in everyday life, at
school, at work, and in public places. Whether we are borrowing
an object, changing a plan, entering a room, or using someone’s
belongings, polite permission-asking helps us show respect
and avoid misunderstandings.

In more formal contexts - such as workplaces, institutions, or
official procedures - using the right expressions becomes even
more important, because it signals professionalism and cultural
awareness. Being able to choose the appropriate level of
politeness allows us to communicate confidently and maintain
good relationships in both personal and professional settings.
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FOR PERMISSION

Can l...? (informal, everyday)

Could 1...? (polite, neutral)

May l...? (formal, official)

Is it okay if I...? (friendly, informal)

Would it be alright if I...? (polite, soft)

Do you mind if I...? (polite, indirect)

Would you mind if 1...? (very polite, indirect)
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FOR PERMISSION sesre angs:

Can | open the window? It’s a bit warm in here. — Kinyithatom az ablakot? Kicsit meleg van itt.

Could | borrow your notes from yesterday’s lecture? — Kolcsonkérhetnem a tegnapi eloadas jegyzeteit?

May | speak to the manager, please? — Beszélhetnék a vezetovel, kérem?

Is it okay if | leave early today? | have a doctor’s appointment. — Rendben van, ha ma korabban elmegyek?
Orvoshoz kell mennem.

Would it be alright if | used your charger for a few minutes? — Rendben lenne, ha hasznalnam a toltodet par
percre?

Do you mind if | sit here, or is this seat taken? — Zavarna, ha ide tlnék, vagy foglalt ez a hely?

Would you mind if | changed the meeting time to 3 p.m.? — Zavarna, ha atteném a megbeszeélést délutan 3-ra?
Can | try this on, or do | need assistance? — Felprobalhatom ezt, vagy segitseg kell hozza?

Could | park here overnight, or is it restricted? — Parkolhatok itt éjszakara, vagy tilos?

May | ask you a personal question? — Feltehetek egy személyes kérdést?

Is it okay if | bring a friend to the event? — Rendben van, ha hozok egy baratot az eseményre?

Would it be alright if | recorded the lesson for study purposes? — Rendben lenne, ha felvenném az orat tanulasi
celbol?

Do you mind if | open the file to check something quickly? — Zavarna, ha megnyitnam a fajlt, hogy gyorsan
ellendrizzek valamit?

Can | taste this, or is it not allowed? — Megkostolhatom ezt, vagy nem szabad?

Could | take a day off next week to visit my family? — Kivehetnék egy szabadnapot jovo héten, hogy

meglatogassam a csaladomat?
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PERMISSION?

A clear understanding of how to give permission in English
IS essential whenever we want to allow someone to do
something, offer access, or show flexibility in shared
situations. These moments appear constantly in daily life,
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——= at school, at work, and in social interactions. Being able to
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express permission politely helps create a cooperative
atmosphere, prevents misunderstandings, and shows
respect for other people’s needs. In professional or formal
contexts, choosing the right structure also signals
confidence, clarity, and cultural awareness.




PROHIBITION? spére ange:

A clear understanding of how to express prohibitions in English is
important whenever we need to set limits, protect safety, or make
rules clear in shared environments. These situations appear at school,
at work, in public spaces, and in everyday interactions. Being able to
state what is not allowed helps prevent misunderstandings, ensures
that everyone follows the same expectations, and supports respectful
communication. This skill is essential for maintaining order, expressing
boundaries, and navigating both formal and informal situations with
confidence.




You mustn’t use your phone during the exam. — Nem szabad hasznalni a telefonodat a vizsga alatt.

You're not allowed to park here; it’s a private area. — Nem szabad itt parkolni; ez magantertilet.

You can’t enter this room without protective equipment. — Nem léphetsz be ebbe a helyiségbe
vedofelszerelés néelkiil.

It’s forbidden to smoke inside the building. — Tilos dohanyozni az épuletben.

You mustn’t touch the exhibits in the museum. — Nem szabad megérinteni a kiallitott targyakat a
muzeumban.

You’re not permitted to download software on company computers. — Nem engedélyezett szoftvert letolteni
a céges szamitogepekre.

You can’t bring food into the laboratory. — Nem vihetsz be ételt a laboratoriumba.

It's not allowed to take photos during the performance. — Nem szabad fénykepezni az eloadas alatt.

You mustn’t speak loudly in the library. — Nem szabad hangosan beszeélni a konyvtarban.

You're not allowed to leave the classroom without permission. — Nem hagyhatod el az osztalytermet
engedely nélkil.

You can’t use this door; it’s for staff only. — Nem hasznalhatod ezt az ajtot; csak személyzeti hasznalatra
van.

It’s prohibited to swim when the red flag is up. — Tilos uszni, amikor Kint van a piros zaszIo.

You mustn’t feed the animals in the park. — Nem szabad etetni az allatokat a parkban.

You're not permitted to change the settings on this machine. — Nem engedélyezett megvaltoztatni ennek a
géepnek a beallitasait.

You can’t bring guests to the meeting without approval. — Nem hozhatg@@l@ éneﬁﬁlg@gl

engedely nélkil.




ENGEDELY KIFEJEZESE

A KOVETKEZO MODBELI
SEGEDIGEKET HASZNALJUK:

- CAN

- COULD

- MAY

- MIGHT

- MUSTN’T
- CAN’'T
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Engedelykerés

Engedélykeres

CAN: informalis, koznyelvi hasznalat
COULD: formalisabb, udvariasabb hasznalat
MAY: formalis hasznalat

MIGHT: a legformalisabb hasznalat

Engedély megadasa es tiltas

CAN: informalis, koznyelvi hasznalat
MAY: formalis, udvarias hasznalat
MUSTN'T: tiltas kifejezése

CAN’T: tiltas kifejezese (enyhebb)
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Példamondatok

Can | borrow your pen? —Kolcsonkerhetem a tolladat?
Could | see your ID card? —Lathatnam a szemelyi
igazolvanyod?

May | use the bathroom? —Hasznalhatnam a fiirdoszobat?
Might | see your driving licence, Sir? — Lathatnam a vezetoi

engedelyet, uram?

You can have one more cake if you want. —Vehetsz meg egy
sutit, ha akarsz.

You may go in now. —Most mar bemehet.

You mustn’t smoke here. —Itt nem dohanyozhat.

You can’t park your car here. —Nem parkolhatod le itt az
autodat.
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KOTELESSEG ES SZUKSEG
KIFEJEZESE:

A KOVETKEZO MODBELI
SEGEDIGEKET HASZNALJUK:

- MUST
- HAVE TO
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Kotelesseég, sziikseg
MUST: valakinek valamit meg kell tennie — sajat, belso igeny

HAVE TO: valakinek valamit meg kell tennie — egy kiilso
kényszer hatasaral
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Példamondatok

| must go home now. I’'m tired. —Haza kell mennem most.
Nagyon faradt vagyok.
| have to go home now. My wife is waiting for me. —Haza

kell mennem most. Var a felesegem.
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TILTAS KIFEJEZESE:

A KOVETKEZO MODBEL! SEGEDIGEKET
HASZNALJUK:

- MUSTN’T

- CAN'T

- NEEDN’T

- DON’T NEED/
- DON’T HAVE TO

- DIDN’T NEED/
- DIDN’T HAVE TO
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Tiltas

MUSTN'T: tiltas kifejezese, tilos

CAN’T: enyhebb tiltas kifejezese (nem szabad)

NEEDN’T: nem sziikseges

DON’T NEED/DON’T HAVE TO: nem sziikseges a jelenben vagy
jovoben

DIDN’T NEED/ DIDN’T HAVE TO: nem volt sziikséges, nem
kellett

FONTOS: A must modbeli segedigének a tagadasa needn’t .
nem mustn’t!
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Példamondatok

You mustn’t park here. — Itt tilos parkolnod.

You can’t go swimming today. —Ma nem mehetsz uszni.
You needn’t take your umbrella. It’s not raining. —Nem
sziikseges vinned az ernyodet. Nem esik.

You don’t need/don’t have to go to school today. —Ma nem

kell menned iskolaba.

We didn’t need/have to go shopping yesterday. We had
everything. —Nem kellett tegnap vasarolni mennunk.
Mindenunk volt.

magazin




